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2020-2021 Catalog Addendum #2 
Academic Regulations (pages 23 – 29) 

Earning Course and Unit Credit 
New Section added: 

Credit for Prior Learning (CPL) 
Definition: 
Credit for prior learning is college credit awarded for validated college-level skills and knowledge 
gained outside of a college classroom. 

This CPL definition does not include knowledge and skills already assessed and awarded credit 
through formal education at regionally accredited in-state and out-of-state institutions. 

Credit for Prior Learning Categories 
Students may demonstrate proficiency in a course eligible for CPL and receive college credit 
through the approved alternative methods for awarding credit listed below: 

• Advanced Placement (AP) Examination 
• International Baccalaureate (IB) 
• College Level Examination Program (CLEP) 
• Military Transcripts (may include Joint Services Transcript (JST), Sailor/Marine American 

Council on Education Registry Transcript (SMART), Army and American Council on 
Education Registry Transcript Service (AARTS), Community College of the Air Force 
(CCAF), Coast Guard Institute (CGI), DANTES/USAFI, Defense Language Institute Foreign 
Language Transcripts (DLIFLC), Defense Manpower Data Center (DMDC), DLPT Examinee 
Results, DA Form 330 Language Proficiency Questionnaire, or verified copies of DD214 or 
DD295 military records.) 

• Examination administered by other agencies 
• Industry-recognized credential documentation 
• Student-created portfolios 
• Credit by examination 

CPL Assessment Methods 
Qualified discipline faculty shall determine the CPL assessment that is appropriate for the 
student based on their experiences, and credit should be determined by qualified faculty who 
conduct the CPL assessment. 
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Examination: Credit by examination is a process whereby discipline faculty administer a locally-
developed exam to determine whether a student can demonstrate sufficient mastery of the 
learning outcomes of that class. The college may charge a fee. 

Assessment: This type of assessment can include a student developing a portfolio or completing a 
skills demonstration that is evaluated by faculty. This can also include faculty evaluating a Joint 
Services Transcript, or developing a “cross-walk” in which they assess the competencies a student 
achieved in a prior learning experience and determine whether they match the student learning 
outcomes of a designated course. College faculty can consult credit recommendations made by 
the American Council on Education (ACE) in assessing prior learning experiences. Once a faculty 
member has assessed a standard/common training, the credit recommendation can be made 
available for other faculty to consider for other students with identical credentials to prevent 
duplication of assessment and encourage consistency in credit for identical experiences. Students 
cannot be charged a fee for these types of assessments (this includes standardized tests, such as 
Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), CLEP, Defense Language Proficiency 
Test, and others). 

Credit for Prior Learning Process 
Step 1 
In consultation with a counselor, student determines that she/he is eligible for CPL through an 
intake process. 

Step 2 
Student is referred to discipline faculty. 

Step 3 
Discipline faculty conduct appropriate assessment. 

Eligibility for CPL 
• Current students must have an education plan on file. 
• The course for which the student is seeking credit is listed in the current college catalog. 
• The student is not currently enrolled in the course to be challenged past census date. 
• Credit by Examination: 
 The student is registered in the district and not currently enrolled in nor received 

credit for a more advanced course in the same subject (may be waived by 
department). 

 The student must be in good academic standing in the District. 
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 The course can only be challenged once unless the College Vice President of 
Instruction determines that there are extenuating circumstances that justify a 
subsequent retake. 

Credits acquired by prior learning are not applicable to meeting such unit load requirements as 
Selective Service deferment, Veterans, or Social Security benefits. Credit acquired by prior 
learning  shall not be counted in determining the 12 semester hours of credit in residence 
required for an associate degree. 

Transcript 
The student’s academic record shall be clearly annotated to reflect that credit was earned by an 
assessment for prior learning in lieu of a specific course. 
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